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BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO PERSEVERE IN FAITH 

The Third Sunday in Advent  



2 

 

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 15, 2019 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 

parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 

Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 

of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 

listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 

find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

In the Messiah’s kingdom things are not always what they seem. Appearances can be 

deceiving and lead to doubt. In the Prayer of the Day, the Church asks Christ to drive the 

darkness of doubt from our hearts and fill us with the light of the knowledge of Christ. 

Faith in Christ leads us to patiently hope in the Lord’s caring plan despite any appearances 

to the contrary. 

The liturgical color for this Sunday is blue, as our eyes are drawn to the blue skies in 

anticipation of our Lord’s return in glory. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 

preparation, consider using page 156 in the front of the hymnal.   

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org 

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 

Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 

Hymns marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.   
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated. 

WELCOME 

HYMN Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes | CW 12 

Please stand.  

INVOCATION 

Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C):  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 

good I have failed to do,  you should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY   

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, 

that they may receive from you all they need 

to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

Usually, this phrase is understood as a 

plea for forgiveness. However, for many 

centuries, the Kyrie eleison (Latin for 

“Lord, have mercy”) has been used as a 

way to pray for the needs and conditions 

of all people. Instead of a plea for 

forgiveness, then, we ask that the Lord 

hears these prayers and helps us. 
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M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

GLORY BE TO GOD sung to the tune in CW 38 
 

♫  All glory be to God on high!   O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

    Your name, O Lord, we glorify;  You take all human sin away. 

    We praise you for your peace and grace,   Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  

    Your favor toward our fallen race.  From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 

You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

The Father’s glory you made known. 

 We by your Spirit sing again: 

“All glory be to God!” Amen.  ♫ 

The Word 

SALUTATION 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 

deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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Please be seated. 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 35:1-10 

God's promises give strength to feeble and fearful hearts.  

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God!  

PSALM OF THE DAY - Psalm 146 |CW p.120 

SECOND LESSON  James 5:7-11 

Patience pays off, especially as we wait for God's promises to be fulfilled. 

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 

M:  We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He 

came to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

M: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of trust and confidence. 

M:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit our souls be blessed. 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL   Matthew 11:2-11 

Take your doubts to Jesus and he will help you persevere. 

After the Gospel, the announcement is made:  

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated.  

Notice how the words of this Psalm, 

along with the words of many of our 

hymns, connect with the words of 

the Savior in the Gospel. 
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE    
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson. 

HYMN OF THE DAY - Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers | CW 7 

SERMON  –   PRACTICE PROPHETIC PATIENCE! 

Please stand. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Be seated. 

 

THANK OFFERING  
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 

support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 

body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  We ask 

that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will be 

passed out during the offering. If the gospel message has moved you to give and 

you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile 

phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page. 

Jesus encourages us to preach the 

gospel to people of all ages: “Let the 

little children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these.” 
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VIDEO – God Is the Owner  

Please stand. 

PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.   

The Sacrament 

PREFACE (spoken)  

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who comes with his Father to make his home in human hearts, working 

repentance and faith by his Spirit until he comes again. Therefore with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus       sung to the tune in CW 7     

♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. ♫     

In place of our usual musical offering, 

devotional videos will encourage us as 

we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis. 



8 

 

♫ Hosanna in the highest! How truly blest is he 

    Who in God’s name is coming To set his people free! 

    He comes to bring salvation And with his blood outpoured, 

    Deliver us from bondage—Hosanna, mighty Lord! ♫ 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

M:   Blessed Lord, we praise you because you have fulfilled what you promised through 

your holy prophets of long ago and have sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us. 

We give you sincere and humble thanks for your Son’s gracious advent:  

  He has come near to us in human flesh, redeeming the world from darkness;  

  He comes near to us in Word and sacrament, giving us life and light;  

 He will come near in glory, banishing forever the shadows of night. 

 As we receive his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, lift up our 

hearts to the day when we will see our Redeemer face-to-face. Then we will need no 

light, nor lamp, nor sun, for the Lord will be our light. Whenever we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Come, Lord Jesus! 

C: Amen.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION    

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was 

betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it 

to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  

  

The pastor, in speaking these 

words, achieves two goals: he 

proclaims the words of Jesus and 

he sets apart the bread and wine 

for use in the Sacrament. The 

sign of the cross here reminds us 

of Jesus’ death. 
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LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers. 

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the 

Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 

sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 

speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 

of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 

from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 

so that you might commune with us in the future! 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness| CW 353 

 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | CW 312 

Please stand. 

SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 419 

      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:         

For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—         

A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;        

The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫         

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING    

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord 

make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+) 

give you peace. 

C: Amen.  
Be seated 

CLOSING HYMN   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed | CW 93 

  

The Aaronic blessing has been 

spoken over God’s people for more 

than 3,500 years. It’s called that 

because it was originally given to 

Aaron the priest in Numbers 6:27 

to speak over the people of Israel. 
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS 

1. Think about how prevalent the theme of patience and perseverance is in the Bible. 

What is one particular story which highlights these things that you turn to during 

times of trial? What reasons do you have for picking that account out of all the 

others? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. It seems like all the readings from Isaiah recently have said the same thing over and 

over again. That’s true, in a way. Research in one way or another why it was 

important for Isaiah to drive this message of comfort home for his original audience. 

You might search online, consult a People’s Bible commentary, or use your personal 

study Bible to find the answer. You could even consult your pastor! 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The words of Jesus in Matthew 11:11 might seem to be contradictory—John the 

Baptist is greater than anyone else, but the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he. How does a Christian make sense of those words in light of the rest of 

Scripture? 

 

 

 

 

4. Examples of patience exist outside of the Bible, too. In fact, they exist in our own 

lives. Think of one or two people in your life who have exemplified patient 

endurance. First of all, thank God that he put them in your life, Then, thank them in 

one way or another for being such an example for you and others. 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Translation Principles and Purposes  

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY TODAY  Dec. 15 | 2:00-6:00 PM 

The entire congregation is invited to St. Paul’s Family Christmas party this afternoon. 

Activities will include a devotion, playing games with the whole family, a Christmas craft, 

decorating cookies, plus an evening meal.  The fun begins at 2:00 PM in the cafeteria. 

LAST CHANCE FOR PIES! 

We are down to a few dozen frozen pies left from the Willing Workers bake sale and are 

offering them for sale today after both services.  Anything left after that time can be 

purchased during regular office hours, but do know that the inventory is running 

low.  We also have a few containers of applesauce, some chicken soup, and a few jars of 

French dressing.  Top off your Christmas meals with some homemade pie or take one out 

of the freezer when unexpected visitors drop by.  Thank you for completing our sales for 

the year! 

ADVENT SUPPER HELPERS 

Our last midweek Advent service and supper are this Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 4:00 & 6:30 

PM. Pastor Dennis Valleau will be our guest preacher. As usual, a supper will be served 

between the services.  This week’s supper helpers are members with last names P-Z.  

DELIVER CHRISTMAS CHEER TO SHUT-INS!                     Dec. 17 

We still need several people to help deliver fruit baskets to our shut-

in members.  Deliveries can be made at any time of day. Please call 

Hilde Henkel (715-435-3547) or email her (henkelfm@wctc.net) to 

volunteer. 
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WHO WILL YOU INVITE? 

Did you know that people are more open to attending worship on Christmas Eve than 

any other time of the year?  Think of a neighbor, friend, or relative who doesn’t attend 

church, and pray that God would make them open to your invitation. To help you with 

your invitation, pick up a “Coming Events” card from our Ministry Table. It lists the 

service times for Christmas and some other events coming up soon. Then simply ask, “I 

was wondering if you would like to go to the Christmas Eve service at my church?” No 

need for high pressure sales. If they say “yes” great.  If not maybe they will be open next 

time. May the Lord bless your efforts. 

LAST DAY TO ORDER! 

Today is the last day to order physical scrip cards for delivery before Christmas. After that 

we will have some scrip cards in stock.  You can also purchase scrip now over the 

holidays. All of your scrip purchases help support Christian education either at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran School or Northland Lutheran High School. 

WHEN THE HOLIDAYS HURT    

The holidays can be a difficult time of year for those experiencing a loss of any kind. The 

sights and sounds of the season, all things that at one time brought such joy, now may 

only serve as painful reminders of loss.  Don’t be reluctant to share your feelings with 

friends and family, and if necessary, seek help. St. Paul’s Stephen Ministers are trained 

and experienced in walking alongside hurting people. To be connected with a Stephen 

Minister, contact Mike Grosskreutz (715-315-2744 ~ mgrosskreutz@tds.net) or Susie 

Dempze (715-424-1324 ~ jscranby@gmail.com). 

GIVE A GIFT WITH A CHRISTIAN THEME 

Our book store has a nice selection of items that will help you spread the Good News this 

Christmas. There are children’s books, adult coloring books, devotionals, music CDs, and 

more.  Many of these are at discounted prices. Our bookstore is located in the Resource 

Center. Just deposit your payment in the black cash box on the table and take your 

purchases home right away. 

Therefore, brothers, be patient until the 

coming of the Lord. 
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE AIRED ON WRCM 

If you were unable to attend the School Christmas Service, you can watch it on public 

access television, Wisconsin Rapids Community Media (Solarus channel 3 or Charter 

channel 985). It will be shown four times: Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 8:00 PM; Friday, Dec. 20 

at 5:00 PM; Saturday, Dec. 21 at 6:00 PM; and Friday, Dec. 27 at 2:00 PM. The service is 

also archived on our website where you can watch it at any time. 

GIVE A SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCE 

Registration for summer camp at Camp Phillip is now open, and the best discounts are 

available now until Dec. 31.  There are camps for children in grades K-8, some specializing 

in different activities like horseback riding or archery. For more information visit 

CampPhillip.com. To get the best deals, look for “2020 summer camp early bird 

registration form” on their document downloads page.  

HIRING: BUS DRIVER 

Northland Lutheran High School needs a bus driver for the Wisconsin Rapids route. This 

is a paid part-time position, transporting students from St. Paul’s to NLHS each morning 

and evening.  If you are interested, please contact NLHS at 715-359-3400. 

HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER 

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 

is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-

4566 or facjac@charter.net.  

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT  

Last Week’s Attendance: 240      

Year-to-date average attendance: 242 
 

From July 1, 2019 to December 6, 2019 

Actual ministry income:  $476,870 

Actual cost of ministry:           $471,526        

Mortgage balance:                 $1,443,485  

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight 

Service 6:30PM  

Christmas 

Morning Worship 

9:00AM 
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CALENDAR                         December 15-22 

 

SUNDAY  8:00 AM Worship  

 9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106 

 10:30 AM Worship 

 2:00 PM Family Christmas Party in the Cafeteria 
      

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
  

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM School Chapel Service  

 4:00 PM Midweek Advent Service 

 4:45 PM Advent Meal in the cafeteria (Helpers P-Z) 

 5:30 PM Handbell Choir in the balcony 

 6:30 PM Midweek Advent Service 

 7:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room 

 7:30 PM Choir in the balcony 

 8:00 PM Contemporary Choir in the balcony 
       

THURSDAY   7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

  1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom 

  6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym 

  6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center 
 

SUNDAY  8:00 AM Worship  

 9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 

 9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106 

 10:30 AM Worship 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 PM 

Dec. 25 Christmas Morning Service at 9:00 AM 

Dec. 31 New Year ’s Eve Worship at 6:30 PM 

Jan. 5 Pioneer Pancake Brunch 

Jan. 11 The Cranky Mom Fix   



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634  |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
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